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DECEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 THE QUOTE & THE PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

 

 

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” 

- Benjamin Franklin 
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 THE NEWS  

 Thanks to numerous contributions, the hard work of local employees, volunteers and 

students, we finished building the restaurant. You can now drop in at the “Bamboo Café” 

and enjoy a meal prepared and served by OBT pre-hospitality trainees. It is right next to the 

organic farm and is furnished with handcrafted bamboo lamps, tables and chairs built along 

with the restaurant. 

 

 Another term came to an end. The students were rewarded during the prize distribution 

ceremony. OBT is honored and grateful to be working with such hardworking students. 
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 We have two new classrooms this term. The pre-hospitality trainees helped finish the 

classrooms on time for the new term. We now have 6 more classes held in these rooms 

every day. 

 

 We welcomed three new English teachers Muoykeang, Sophy and Sophorn to the OBT 

team. Hiring local experienced teachers instead of just assistants provides students with 

Khmer and English speaking teachers, something that neither our foreign volunteers nor 

local assistants were able to provide separately. This should greatly improve the quality of 

our classes. 

 

 The Plastic project now has the land where the plastic processing will happen, it has the 

trailer to collect all the bins and the bamboo to build the waste sorting bins. They will build 

the bins beginning January.  

 

 THE ONGOING PROJECTS 

 

 The Plastic Project can potentially end the burning of plastic bags in Chiro. The next big step 

is getting the community involved. Bins will be distributed to the shops on the main road and 

locals hired to collect them. The goal of the project is to leave Chiro with the necessary 

infrastructure so people can continue to recycle after the volunteers leave, but also to have 

the necessary long term commitment from the locals. The project was initiated and is funded 

by Association Sourires. For more information visit http://www.sourires-

association.org/traitement-et-valorisation-des-dechets-plastiques. 
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 OBT would eventually like to be recognized as a school, but also to keep working free of 

charge and to have the freedom to teach in a way that encourages learning in all spheres. 

We plan on improving our teaching methods, to keep adapting to our students changing 

needs, to hire more teachers, and to be able to accommodate more students in the future. 

 

 Our main focus is education, but students cannot grow and succeed independent of their 

community. Hence, we also intend on focusing on our various community projects this year. 

The bamboo project will try to get the community involved to build bamboo furniture and 

lamps. The organic farm and handicrafts project will also focus on increasing community 

participation. In addition to providing complimentary sources of income for Chiro families, 

these projects can potentially help OBT run without the need for donations someday. We 

hope to see our community grow stronger and more and more self-sufficient through this 

New Year. 

 

We wish you a happy New Year and thank you for your contributions and support! 

We are ever so grateful for the people that believe in us. 

 

OBT team 

(Sophal Pot) 
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